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4  I-  : 


AN  ADDRESS. 


MY  LORDS  AND  GENTLEMEN, 

IT  has  been  a  matter  of  considerable  notoriety  throughout 
the  County  for  the  last  two  years,  that  there  has  been  an 
unusual  pressure  for  admittance  into  the  Hospital,  or  at 
any  rate  a  greater  difficulty  than  usual  has  been  found,  to 
accommodate  the  increased  number  who  have  applied  for 
admission,  notwithstanding  the  considerable  addition  which 
was  made  to  the  Building,  by  the  munificence  and  libe¬ 
rality  of  your  contributions,  a  few  years  ago. 

Various  reasons  may  be  assigned  for  this  increase  in 
the  number  of  applicants,  derived  from  the  action  of  the 
New  Poor  Law,  the  hazardous  operations  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  of  the  Southampton  Rail  Road,  &c.  It  is  not  my  in¬ 
tention,  however,  to  attempt  a  detailed  explanation  of  these 
circumstances,  but  rather  to  apply  myself  to  an  examina¬ 
tion  of  several  expedients  by  which  certain  benevolent  per¬ 
sons  have  proposed  to  obviate  in  some  measure  the  above 
difficulties. 

When  the  new  building  was  added  to  the  Hospital,  in 
1828-29,  three  new  wards,  besides  a  commodious  chapel, 
were  constructed;  but  only  two  of  these  wards  have  been 
opened  for  ordinary  use,  raising  the  available  number  of 
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beds  from  74  to  98,  and  reserving  the  third  new  ward,  for 
extraordinary  occasions,  such  as  the  cleansing  or  repairing 
of  any  of  the  other  wards,  or  for  the  purpose  of  transferring 
the  inmates  of  a  ward  where  erysipelas,  or  any  other  com¬ 
plaint  may  prevail,  likely  to  be  propagated  by  infection. 

Now  to  most  people  it  would  appear,  that  the  shortest 
way  to  increase  the  accommodation,  would  be  to  furnish 
and  open  this  third  ward  for  general  use,  which  would  at 
once  give  twelve  additional  beds;  but,  say  the  Managing 
Committee,  our  Annual  Revenue  will  not  allow  of  this! 
Then  suppose  only  six  new  beds  are  placed  in  this  third 
ward,  and  six  others  are  drafted  from  the  crowded  wards 
above!  Why  this  appears  a  more  feasible  plan,  and  has 
been  partly  acceded  to  by  the  Committee.  Still,  then,  we 
have  the  Physicians  complaining,  that  if  a  malignant  fever 
breaks  out,  as  was  the  case  last  year,  there  will  be  no 
spare  ward  in  which  such  cases  may  be  assorted. 

But  a  third  party,  with  equally  benevolent  intentions, 
imagine  that  they  have  discovered  a  contrivance  which 
will  obviate  all  our  difficulties,  and  eventually  prove  a 
great  public  benefit,  without  making  it  necessary  to  in¬ 
crease  the  present  number  of  beds.  They  say,  we  observe 
among  the  Regulations  of  the  Hospital,  that  two  lower 
wards ,  each  containing  six  beds,  one  for  men  and  the  other 
for  women,  are  set  apart  for  venereal  patients ;  is  it  not 
shocking  that  such  disgusting  and  unworthy  objects  should 
be  admitted,  when  the  more  deserving  and  often  helpless 
subjects  are  refused  admission  for  want  of  room?  Is  it  not 
a  scandal  that  nearly  one-eighth  part  of  the  beds  in  the 
Hospital  should  be  appropriated  to  such  an  unrighteous 
purpose  as  that  of  alleviating  the  sufferings  of  those,  who 
have  brought  disease  on  themselves  by  their  own  immoral 
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habits  ?  Is  it  not  a  bonus  for  the  continuation  of  such 
abominations?  At  once  get  rid  of  the  venereal  patients, 
and  then  you  will  have  twelve  beds  more  for  general  pur¬ 
poses. — Accordingly  we  find  that  the  projectors  of  this 
latter  plan,  after  proper  notice,  brought  it  forward  at  the 
last  Quarterly  Court  of  Governors,  on  the  15th  of  January; 
and  to  the  surprize  of  most  people,  (themselves,  I  believe, 
included)  in  a  Court  of  barely  twenty  Governors,  succeeded 
in  carrying  the  following  resolution :  the  consulting  Surgeon 
and  Mr.  Lyford  voting  for  it,  and  I  being  almost  the  only 
Governor  present  protesting  against  it: — 

“  That  no  person,  suffering  from  a  venereal  complaint,  he  ad¬ 
mitted  as  in-patient  to  the  County  Hospital  after  the  1st  of  February; 
and  that  notice  be  given  to  every  Subscriber,  free  of  postage,  of  the 
alteration  made  in  the  lower  wards  of  the  Hospital.” 

.Upon  this  a  notice  was  framed  by  the  Chairman  in  the 
following  terms : — 

“  That  in  consequence  of  the  increased  number  of  applications 
for  admission  into  the  County  Hospital,  it  has  been  resolved  to  appro¬ 
priate  the  lower  wards  to  the  general  purposes  of  the  Hospital;  and 
that  no  patient  of  the  particular  class  hitherto  confined  to  those  wards, 
shall  be  admitted  into  the  House  after  the  5th  of  February  next;  but 
that  medical  relief  shall  be  administered  in  such  cases  to  out-patients 
only.” 

Circular  letters,  with  this  notice,  were  printed,  sealed, 
and  directed,  and  were  upon  the  point  of  being  sent  out, 
when  the  Chairman  received  a  requisition,  signed  by 
fourteen  Governors,  calling  upon  him  to  convene  a  Special 
Court,  for  the  purpose  of  reconsidering  a  resolution  passed 
at  the  last  Quarterly  Court  of  Governors  on  the  15th  of 
January,  which  excluded  venereal  patients  from  admission 
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into  the  Hospital.  Upon  this,  the  circulation  of  the  above 
notice  was  suspended,  and  a  General  Court  of  Governors 
was  called  on  Tuesday,  the  12th  of  February. 

At  this  Meeting,  it  was  moved  by  the  Rev.  the  Warden 
and  seconded  by  John  Preston,  Esq. — 

“That  the  resolution  passed  on  the  15th  of  January,  excluding 
venereal  in-patients,  be  rescinded.” 

Upon  this  much  discussion  ensued,  and  two  amend¬ 
ments  suggested: — 1st.  It  was  moved  by  Sir  Thomas  Raring 
and  seconded  by  W.  J.  Wickham,  Esq. — 

“  That  after  the  1st  of  March,  no  person,  infected  with  a  venereal 
complaint,  he  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  excepting  such  person  shall 
produce  a  certificate  of  marriage,  and  also  of  his  or  her  moral  character, 
signed  by  the  Clergyman  of  the  parish ;  and  that  such  person  be  ad¬ 
mitted  among  the  other  patients  in  the  general  wards  of  the  Hospital.” 

2nd.  It  was  moved  by  Dr.  Crawford  and  seconded  by 
James  Theobald,  Esq. — 

“  That  any  patient,  suffering  from  venereal  disease,  be  admitted 
into  the  Hospital  on  the  production  of  a  certificate  from  the  officiating 
Minister  of  his  or  her  parish,  that  the  individual  is  not  of  confirmed 
bad  habits,  or  of  abandoned  character.” 

These  amendments  were  first  put  and  negatived;  the 
Warden’s  motion  was  then  put  and  carried.  It  was  said, 
that  more  than  fifty  Governors  were  at  one  time  present  at 
this  Meeting;  but  from  the  length  to  which  this  discussion 
was  protracted,  not  more  than  forty-three  could  be  counted 
on  the  division;  of  whom  twenty-five  were  for  the  motion 
rescinding  the  resolution  of  the  15th  of  January,  and 
eighteen  against  it.  In  this  minority  the  Consulting  Sur- 
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geon  and  two  ordinary  Surgeons  were  included,  having 
warmly  advocated  the  total  exclusion  of  venereal  patients, 
and  declaring  that  they  might  be  equally  well  treated  as 
out-patients.  On  the  other  hand,  the  two  physicians  voted 
with  me  in  the  majority  for  rescinding  the  resolution  which 
excluded  venereal  patients. 

Notices  of  motions  at  the  next  Quarterly  Court  of  Go¬ 
vernors,  to  be  held  on  Tuesday  the  16th  of  April,  were  then 
entered: — -1st.  By  the  Rev.  Charles  Baring- — 

“  That  the  men’s  lower  wards  he  closed.” 

2ndly.  By  the  Rev.  the  Warden— 

“  That  no  patient  be  admitted  into  the  lower  wards  without  such 
security  as  shall  prevent  the  introduction  of  abandoned  characters.” 


3rdly.'  By  the  Rev.  J.  Keble — 

“That  no  person,  not  affected  with  a  venereal  complaint,  be 
placed  in  the  venereal  wards.” 

A  resolution  was  then  moved  by  Sir  Thomas  Baring  and 
seconded  by  the  Rev.  G.  Ryder— 

“  That  the  Committee  of  the  Hospital  be  requested  to  consider 
and  report  to  the  next  Court  of  Governors  what  measures  they  may 
think  desirable  to  be  adopted  for  the  better  regulating  the  admission 
of  venereal  patients  into  the  Hospital.” 

From  this  statement  of  the  proceedings  at  the  Special 
Court  of  Governors,  of  the  12th  of  February,  it  needs  no 
acute  faculty  of  discernment  to  apprehend,  that  much  di¬ 
vision  of  opinion,  on  the  subject  discussed,  still  exists;  and 
that  the  notices  of  motions  at  the  next  Quarterly  Court, 
indicate  a  desire  to  revive  the  discussion,  with  a  hope  of 
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a  partial  restoration  of  the  rescinded  order.  On  this  ac¬ 
count,  and  more  especially  from  the  circumstance  of  three 
of  my  colleagues  being  included  in  the  minority,  favouring 
the  confirmation  of  the  resolution  for  the  exclusion  of  ve¬ 
nereal  patients,  I  feel  called  upon,  from  my  long  connec¬ 
tion  with  the  Hospital,  to  attempt  such  an  explanation  of 
the  circumstances  and  practice  relating  to  the  venereal 
wards,  as  shall  satisfy  the  conflicting  parties  that  no  at¬ 
tention  has  been  wanting  on  the  part  of  the  Committee,  or 
the  Surgeons,  to  regulate  these  wards,  for  the  best  advan¬ 
tage  and  purposes  of  the  Charity,  and  that  these  purposes 
and  advantages  will  vindicate  my  advocacy  for  their  con¬ 
tinuance,  in  opposition  to  the  opinions  of  my  three  col¬ 
leagues  above  quoted. — Whether  I  have  overrated  my 
plea  for  attempting  this  vindication,  or  the  necessity  for 
undertaking  it,  may  be  judged  of  in  the  sequel.  My  object 
is,  to  remove  certain  unfavourable  impressions  as  to  the 
general  management  of  the  Hospital,  and  especially  as  to 
the  idea,  that  venereal  patients  enjoy  any  unfair  prepon¬ 
derance,  or  bear  any  unjust  proportion  to  the  number  of 
other  cases  admitted  into  the  Hospital.  It  has  been  stated 
by  the  chief  advocate  for  their  exclusion,  that  one  eighth 
part  of  the  beds  are  reserved  for  them;  but,  by  his  own 
showing,  not  more  than  one  fifteenth  of  them  have  been 
occupied  by  venereal  patients  during  the  last  two  years; 
making  the  average  of  such  applicants  for  admission,  to 
be  little  more  than  one  weekly.  But,  after  the  great  outcry 
about  the  quantity  of  room  occupied  by  the  venereal  pa¬ 
tients,  the  paucity  of  their  number  is  adduced  as  a  reason 
for  their  total  exclusion;  for,  it  is  said,  if  there  are 
so  few  applications  for  admission,  their  exclusion  will 
be  the  less  felt. 
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Ten  years  ago,  one  sixth  part  of  the  beds  were  placed 
in  the  lower  wards,  and  the  annual  average  of  venereal 
patients  was  a  thirteenth.  Two  hundred  more  in-patients 
are  now  annually  admitted  than  at  that  time;  yet  the  ac¬ 
commodation  for  venereal  cases  is  not  more  than  one- 
eighth,  and  the  average  of  their  admission  not  more  than 
one-fifteenth;  showing  that  this  disease  has  considerably 
diminished,  and  that  the  relief  afforded  to  general  cases 
has  been  increased  in  a  tenfold  degree.  This  ought  to  sa¬ 
tisfy  the  apprehensions  of  the  most  ascetic  devotee,  that 
our  system  has  not  worked  badly;  and  that  if,  as  some 
would  say,  a  bonus  has  been  held  out  for  the  increase  and 
encouragement  of  vice,  it  has  totally  failed.  Some  credit 
ought  also  to  be  taken  on  the  part  of  the  Charity,  for  the 
diminution  of  an  infectious  disease,  and  the  promptitude 
and  success  with  which  its  progress  has  been  arrested,  by 
the  relief  afforded  within  its  walls. 

Having  thus  far  canvassed  the  statistical  part  of  the 
subject,  I  proceed  to  illustrate  the  claims  of  venereal  cases 
to  be  admitted  as  in-patients,  and  shall  then  endeavour  to 
show,  how  the  room  allotted  to  them  has  been,  and  may 
still  be,  beneficially  occupied,  while  the  average  number 
is  not  greater  than  at  present.  The  technical  phrases 
employed  will,  I  trust,  throw  a  veil  of  decency  over  my 
description  of  the  various  cases  having  these  claims,  and, 
to  non-medical  Governors,  may  render  a  reference  to  their 
professional  neighbour  necessary  for  explanation.  Indeed, 
I  would  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  appealing 
to  the  Medical  Gentlemen  of  the  county,  whether  Sub¬ 
scribers  or  not,  if  such  cases  as  phymosis,  paraphymosis, 
spasmodic  stricture,  hernia  humoralis,  with  sundry  other 
inflammatory  symptoms  attendant  upon  the  first  stages  of  a 
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neglected  attack  of  gonorrhaea,  and  coming  from  any  distance 
(ten,  fifteen,  or  twenty  miles)  can  be  safely  or  advanta¬ 
geously  treated  as  out-patients  ?  But  supposing  their  resi¬ 
dence  to  be  near  at  hand,  how  is  the  unfortunate  victim  of 
these  most  painful  forms  of  disease,  perhaps  occupying 
half  a  bed  in  a  crowded  lodging,  to  apply  the  remedies 
which  may  be  given  him  ?  How  shall  he  get  leeches  and 
fomentations  applied,  or  have  his  sufferings  allayed  by 
warm  baths,  and  other  remedies  which  the  Hospital  has 
immediately  at  hand?  To  what  purpose  has  the  liberality 
of  the  annual  Subscribers  and  the  benevolence  of  our 
ancestors  furnished  us  with  all  these  appliances  for  the 
alleviation  of  pain  and  disease,  if  their  employment  is  to 
be  suspended  by  a  fastidious  enquiry,  or  objection  to  the 
cause  of  the  disease,  or  the  moral  character  of  the  sufferer  ? 
To  what  purpose  has  the  economy  of  wards  and  nurses 
been  instituted,  if  it  is  not  that  one  may  wait  upon  many, 
and  that  relief  should  be  expeditiously  administered  to  the 
destitute  at  the  smallest  cost?  How  are  helpless  indivi¬ 
duals,  prostrated  with  disease,  either  male  or  female,  to 
supply  themselves  with  nursing  and  sustenance  ?  Without 
these  accessories,  it  is  clear  that  more  than  half  the  medi¬ 
cines  which  may  be  given  them  as  out-patients,  will  be 
thrown  away.  If  such  arguments  are  applicable  to  the 
above  form  of  disease  in  which  the  constitution  is  com¬ 
paratively  unconcerned ;  of  how  much  more  importance  is 
it  to  arrest  its  progress  under  the  type  of  syphilis,  where, 
added  to  many  of  the  above  painful  symptoms,  devastating 
ulceration  spreads  locally,  while  the  very  vitals  are  tainted 
by  the  absorption  of  a  loathsome  poison  generated  thereby, 
and  liable  to  be  propagated  to  an  undefined  extent  ? 

But  it  was  argued  by  a  non-medical  Governor,  at  the 
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late  Special  Court  in  February,  that  every  one  knows  the 
treatment  to  be  pursued  in  such  cases,  and  that  rubbing 
in  mercurial  ointment  was  the  only  remedy,  which  may 
be  done  at  home  as  well  as  in  the  Hospital.  This  rea¬ 
soning  would  be  to  the  purpose,  if  the  individuals,  so 
afflicted,  had  a  home  to  go  to,  and  could  be  visited  and 
dressed  by  his  Surgeon  daily.  But  to  what  disease  or  ac¬ 
cident,  admitted  into  the  Hospital,  may  not  the  same  argu¬ 
ments  be  applicable,  with  equal  or  even  greater  justice  ? 
for  if  these  unhappy  sufferers  are  driven  from  our  gates 
in  the  earlier  stages  of  either  form  of  this  disease,  or  left 
to  the  chance  of  an  imperfect  cure,  as  out-patients ;  it  is 
not  difficult  to  foresee,  that  they  will  return  at  a  future 
period  with  some  secondary  affection,  either  local  or  con¬ 
stitutional,  with  which  they  will  be  readily  admitted,  under 
a  different  appellation,  and  require  a  great  deal  more  time 
and  cost  for  their  cure,  than  in  their  primary  state.  By 
the  way,  the  costliness  of  their  cure  was  adduced,  by  one 
of  my  Colleagues,  as  an  argument  for  the  exclusion  of  ve¬ 
nereal  patients ;  while  an  influential  Governor  thanked  him 
for  this  admission,  as  a  much  more  reasonable  support  to 
his  position,  that  a  destitute  individual  could  not  be  suc¬ 
cessfully  treated  as  an  out-patient,  from  the  want  of  a 
proper  diet  and  nursing,  as  a  necessary  adjunct  to  the 
medicines  which  may  be  given  him.  It  ik  not  to  be  sup¬ 
posed,  that  in  adducing  these  arguments  in  favour  of  the 
admission  of  venereal  cases  as  in-patients,  that  I,  or  any 
other  Surgeon,  can  have  any  particular  preference  for  this 
class  of  diseases ;  and,  doubtless,  they  are  more  or  less 
successfully  treated  in  Workhouses,  and  by  the  Surgeons 
of  Unions  under  the  New  Poor  Law  Act.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  fractures,  fevers,  and  every  other  class  of  ac- 
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cident  or  disease  admitted  into  the  Hospital ;  but  I  do 
contend^,  that  as  Surgeons  to  an  Hospital;  founded  more 
than  a  century;  which  has  always  heretofore  received  such 
cases;  against  which  practice  no  charge  of  evil  result  has 
been  adduced ;  for  a  county;  with  numerous  sea  ports;  and 
a  population  of  350;000,  it  is  our  duty  to  maintain  that; 
without  great  outrage  to  humanity,  our  wards  cannot  now 
be  closed  against  them;  more  than  against  almost  any  other 
Surgical  disease  or  accident;  upon  the  plea  of  making  room 
for  worthier  objects.  It  has  been  said;  that  were  they  not 
aware  that  an  asylum  would  be  afforded  to  them  in  the 
Hospital;  such  persons  would  not  run  the  risk  of  incurring 
this  disease  :  cut  off  this  resource,  and  crime  will  be  dimi¬ 
nished,  disease  disappear !  Upon  the  same  principle,  we 
may  have  no  more  frightful  lacerations  of  the  face  and 
eyes  from  fighting,  no  more  mangled  limbs  from  drunken 
carters  falling  from  their  shafts,  or  from  working  on  rail¬ 
roads  on  Sundays,  no  more  hardened  livers  from  gin  drink¬ 
ing,  &c.  In  short,  viewed  in  this  light,  as  relieving  the 
diseases  and  accidents  arising  from  the  vicious  indiscretion 
of  the  sufferers,  the  Hospital  must  be  considered  as  a  pest 
to  the  county,  rather  than  a  blessing ;  and  ought,  without 
delay,  to  be  shut  up!! 

Documents  are  not  wanting  to  prove,  that  the  policy 
of  having  venereal  wards,  was  well  weighed  by  the  ori¬ 
ginal  founders  of  the  Hospital,  a  hundred  years  ago;  as 
we  have  a  printed  letter  from  the  Treasurer  of  St.  Thomas’ 
Hospital,  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Alured  Clarke,  which  states,  that 
such  wards  are  there  established,  in  perfect  accordance 
with  the  objects  of  that  Charity;  for,  as  the  Almighty  had 
allowed  the  sun  to  shine,  and  the  rain  to  descend  upon  the 
just  and  the  unjust;  so  it  was  not  for  us  to  judge  our  fellow- 
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creatures  too  harshly  in  dispensing  that  relief  to  their 
miseries,  which  the  benevolence  of  our  ancestors,  or  the 
contributions  of  contemporaries,  had  placed  at  our  com¬ 
mand. 

In  the  preface  to  Dr.  Clarke’s  Sermon,  preached  at  the 
opening  of  the  Hospital,  in  1736,  is  this  remarkable  pas¬ 
sage — “They  who  are  in  present  extremities,  are  the  more 
peculiar  objects  of  the  care  of  these  charitable  foundations, 
and  ought  always  to  be  considered  as  such;  nor  should  any 
inquiry  be  made  how  they  come  into  such  unhappy  circum¬ 
stances;  but  what  is  the  speediest  and  most  effectual  man¬ 
ner  of  delivering  them  out  of  their  distress.” — Dr.  Alured 
Clarke  was  a  Prebendary  of  our  Cathedral,  and  had  the 
assistance  of  the  Clergy,  and  a  long  train  of  the*  most 
respectable  inhabitants  of  this  city  and  neighbourhood,  in 
stimulating  the  county  to  the  foundation  of  this  Charity. 
Indeed,  the  Dean  and  Prebendaries  of  the  Cathedral,  and 
the  Warden  and  Fellows  of  the  College,  have  ever  mani¬ 
fested  a  laudable  interest  in  the  good  management  and 
success  of  the  Hospital ;  and  we  have  reckoned  among  our 
Chairmen,  Treasurers,  and  Committees,  since  Dr.  Clarke,  a 
Jenkinson,  Sturgess,  Huntingford,  Pelham,  Rennell,  Lee, 
Sissmore,  Nott,  Hook,  Hawtrey,  North,  Gamier,  the 
Iremongers,  and  Archdeacons  Heathcote  and  Clarke. 
Surely,  if  there  had  been  any  thing  repugnant  to  the 
doctrines  of  Christianity,  it  must  long  ago  have  occurred 
to  these  pious  and  learned  Divines  that  they  must  have 
been  acting  very  unadvisedly  in  countenancing  the  admis¬ 
sion  of  venereal  patients  ;  but  as  they  did  not  object  to 
that  practice  upon  religious  grounds,  we  cannot  but  be 
surprized  that  a  discovery  should  now  be  made  of  that 
discrepancy  between  the  tenets  of  Christianity,  and  the 
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liberal  toleration  of  human  infirmities,  heretofore  sanc¬ 
tioned  by  the  Rules  of  this  Hospital,  which  forbids  us  to 
continue  the  extension  of  its  benefits  towards  these  un¬ 
happy  sufferers. 

It  has  been  said  by  some  that  they  would  not  object  that 
venereal  patients  should  receive  medical  relief,  if  an  Insti¬ 
tution  could  be  founded  for  their  especial  reception  either 
here,  or  at  Southampton  or  Portsmouth.  But  I  am  at  a  loss 
to  understand  how  the  increase  of  vice  would  be  discoun¬ 
tenanced  by  having  wards  for  their  cure  detached  from  our 
present  Hospital,  more  than  by  their  admission  into  those 
which  are  already  open  for  them;  or  why  the  county  should 
be  put  to  the  expence  of  such  a  separate  establishment, 
when  ample  accommodation  can  be  afforded  in  that  which 
now' exists.  The  same  objections  were  successfully  ad¬ 
duced  by  me  in  1821,  when  the  erection  of  a  distinct  In¬ 
firmary  for  the  Diseases  of  the  Eye  was  proposed  by  my 
Colleagues. 

Although  the  weekly  average  of  in-patients  has,  for  the 
last  two  years,  advanced  to  ninety-four  and  ninety-six,  it 
would  not  be  difficult  to  show  that  this  advance  has  been 
mainly  owing  to  the  number  of  serious  accidents  which 
have  been  admitted  from  the  Rail-road,  the  influence  of 
which  can  be  but  temporary;  and  at  no  time  has  the 
average  exceeded  our  actual  number  of  beds  (ninety-eight.) 
This  I  shall  presently  show  may  as  easily  be  one  hundred, 
without  entrenching  upon  the  integrity  of  the  spare  ward, 
which  I  have  before  stated  it  would  be  most  desirable  to 
retain  as  such  for  some  time  longer. 

To  complete  the  hundred  beds,  I  would  propose  to  add 
two  more  in  the  men’s  lower  ward,  making  eight  instead 
of  six;  this  ward  having  been  made  sufficiently  capacious 


15 


in  the  new  building  to  contain  that  number,  upon  the  sup¬ 
position  that,  as  twenty-four  new  beds  were  added  for 
general  cases,  the  addition  of  two  for  venereal  cases  would 
be  no  unfair  proportion.  I  was  a  strenuous  advocate  for 
this  addition  at  the  time ;  but,  for  the  last  ten  years,  it  has 
been  found,  as  I  have  previously  stated,  that  not  more  than 
an  average  of  four  out  of  the  six  have  been  appropriated  to 
venereal  cases;  leaving  two  in  each  ward  for  general 
purposes.  By  the  above  increase,  four  beds  in  the 
men’s  lower  ward  may,  upon  an  average,  be  so  applied. 
This  brings  me  to  the  consideration  of  the  notice  of  motion 
at  the  next  Quarterly  Court,  “  That  no  person,  not  afflicted 
with  a  venereal  complaint,  be  placed  in  the  lower  wards 
from  which,  no  doubt,  we  are  to  understand,  that  the  pro¬ 
pounder  of  this  motion  considers  that  a  very  glaring  dis¬ 
tinction  is  observable  in  these  wards,  from  the  character 
and  conduct  of  their  inmates.  It  should  seem,  too,  that  he 
has  hardly  given  credit  to  the  successive  Managing  Com¬ 
mittees  of  the  last  century,  nor  to  the  Rev.  Divines  above 
quoted,  for  having  taken  particular  care  that  the  moral  and 
religious  discipline  from  time  to  time  laid  down  for  the 
good  conduct  of  the  other  wards,  should  be  particularly 
enforced  in  these ;  that  no  care  has  been  taken  that  morn¬ 
ing  and  evening  prayers  shall  be  read  therein,  as  in  other 
wards;  no  Bible  or  other  good  books  disseminated;  no 
Daily  Visitors  or  Chaplain,  in  addition  to  their  Medical 
Attendants,  to  controul  any  sallies  of  indecency  either  in 
language  or  conduct !  The  reverse  of  this,  however,  is  the 
fact;  and,  in  the  above  particulars,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
distinguish  these  wards  from  any  other,  and,  if  any  thing, 
they  are  generally  more  tranquil.  I  say  that,  for  the  last 
ten  years,  they  have  been,  more  or  less,  applied  to  general 
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purposes,  from  the  paucity  of  venereal  cases;  and  if  there 
have  been  any  complaints  of  hardship,  or  pernicious  con¬ 
tamination  resulting  from  such  appropriation  of  spare  room 
to  cases  not  strictly  venereal,  they  have  not  come  to  my 
knowledge. 

How  frequently  do  we  admit  cases  of  chronic  disease 
both  in  men  and  women  after  forty  years  of  age,  situated  in 
such  parts,  as  may  not  be  conveniently  treated  or  exposed 
in  the  general  wards.  Of  this  class  are  strictures  in  the 
uretha  and  rectum,  haemorrhoids,  abscess,  fistulae  in  ano 
and  perineo,  enlargements  of  the  testicle,  hydrocele,  and 
chimney-sweeper’s  cancer,  tumours  of  various  sorts,  &c. 
How  many  of  these  are  the  result  of  a  dissolute  course  of 
life  and  intemperate  habits!  With  how  little  compunction 
may  they  be  associated  with  the  inmates  of  the  lower 
wards,  if  common  decency  did  not  point  them  out  as  the 
most  becoming  place  for  them;  and  how  glad  are  they  to 
avail  themselves  of  such  a  retreat,  and  to  avoid  exposure 
in  the  larger  wards !  But  suppose  the  moral  character  of 
any  such  patient  happens  to  be  purer  than  the  nature  of 
his  or  her  disease ;  is  it  likely  or  probable  that,  at  such  a 
time  of  life,  it  will  be  liable  to  contamination  from  their 
junior  associates?  And  may  we  not,  with  greater  reason 
expect,  that  the  latter  should  benefit  by  the  good  conduct 
and  advice  of  such  steadier  patients?  Cases  of  malignant 
and  offensive  ulcerations  of  the  legs  are  often  also  conve¬ 
niently  placed  in  the  lower  wards ;  in  which  instances  the 
aggrieved  party,  if  any,  must  certainly  be  on  the  side  of 
the  more  ordinary  inmates. 

It  was  stated,  also,  the  other  day,  as  a  matter  for  regret, 
that  the  more  juvenile  patients  in  these  wards,  disposed  to 
repent  of  their  earlier  deviations  from  virtue,  may  be  di- 
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verted  from  such  good  intentions,  by  association  and  expo¬ 
sure  to  the  conversation  of  the  inveterate  delinquents. 
But  it  may,  with  equal  justice,  be  argued,  that  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  the  advanced  stages  of  disease  in  such  depraved 
characters,  is  more  likely  to  confirm  their  resolutions  to 
avoid  that  course  of  life,  which  must  inevitably  lead  thereto. 
Add  to  this,  also,  that  the  Committee  have,  for  several  years 
past,  issued  with  the  Annual  Report  an  injunction  to  Sub¬ 
scribers,  to  avoid,  if  possible,  the  recommendation  of  aban¬ 
doned  characters,  and  common  prostitutes;  and,  it  will  be 
evident,  that  they  have  been  particularly  careful  that  these 
wards  should  not  be  subject  to  the  reproach  of  being  an 
encouragement  to  vice. 

By  the  last  resolution  at  the  Special  Court,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  is  enjoined  “to  consider  and  report  to  the  next 
Court  of  Governors,  what  measures  they  may  think  desi¬ 
rable  for  the  better  regulating;  the  admission  of  venereal 
patients  into  the  Hospital.”  I  have  not  heard  that  there 
have  been  of  late  any  complaints  against  the  admission  of 
such  patients,  according  to  the  existing  rules ;  and  if,  by 
regulating  the  admission  of  venereal  cases,  it  is  meant  to 
recommend  the  exclusion  of  male  patients  altogether;  I 
offer  all  the  above  arguments  to  prove,  that  such  would 
be  any  thing  but  a  just  regulation,  and  totally  at  variance 
with  the  spirit  which  has  governed  the  dispensations  of 
the  Charity  during  the  last  century,  or  has  actuated  those 
whose  donations  and  legacies  have  been  so  liberally  be¬ 
stowed  in  aid  thereof.  In  fact,  it  may  be  reckoned  as  little 
short  of  fraudulent  to  divert  the  course  of  charity  in  the 
case  of  legacies,  especially  in  that  very  munificent  bequest 
of  the  late  Mr.  Bartlett,  who,  being  a  medical  man,  would 
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certainly  have  made  an  exception  against  venereal  cases, 
if  he  had  objected  to  them. 

It  is  generally  the  boast  of  such  Institutions,  that  their 
doors  are  open  to  all  classes  and  creeds;  that  Jew,  Turk, 
Infidel,  and  Heretic,  are  equally  admissable,  with  the  va¬ 
rious  denominations  of  Christians.  Disease  and  bodily  suf¬ 
fering  are  the  only  passports  required;  gratitude  for  cure; 
and  the  attention  given  to  religious  duties  which  they  wit¬ 
ness,  if  not  participate  in,  must,  we  trust,  influence  them 
in  favour  of  Christianity;  and  may,  perchance,  convert 
them  thereto.  The  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  says,  in  his 
Centenary  Sermon,  that  “the  succour  which  these  Insti¬ 
tutions  afford,  is  due  to  all  men  on  the  simple  score  of 
humanity;  and  may  freely  be  dispensed,  without  consi¬ 
deration  of  the  desert  of  the  sufferer,  or  regard  to  his 
character;”  and  again,  “the  doors  of  the  Infirmary  are 
equally  open  to  all,  who  suffer  from  bodily  injury,  whether 
incurred  in  the  commission  of  crime,  or  in  the  pursuits  of 
honest  industry.”  Indeed,  the  whole  tenour  of  his  Grace’s 
Discourse,  is  strongly  corroborative  of  the  views  which  I 
have  above  advocated.  But  these  passages  support  my 
objections  to  the  adoption  of  a  general  recourse  to  certi¬ 
ficates  of  moral  character,  as  a  necessary  preliminary  for 
admission  into  the  Hospital ;  for,  it  is  easy  to  imagine,  that 
the  same  principle  may,  after  a  while,  be  applied  to  reli¬ 
gious  tenets;  and  thus  gradually  contract  the  stream  of 
charity,  to  the  notions  of  the  most  predominant  class. 

Having  discussed  at  length  the  moral  and  religious 
grounds,  upon  which  the  objections  to  the  present  appro¬ 
priation  and  management  of  the  lower  wards  are  founded; 
it  remains  for  me  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  frequent 
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practice  of  rejecting  urgent  Surgical  cases,  which,  of  late, 
has  been  alleged  to  prevail  for  want  of  room.  I  have  stated 
above,  that  the  New  Poor  Law  and  the  Rail  Road  may  ac¬ 
count  for  much  of  the  unusual  pressure ;  but  no  accident 
or  serious  Surgical  disease  has  been  rejected  from  either. 
Doubtless,  however,  many  vagrant  and  destitute  persons 
are  the  result  of  both  these  innovations ;  who  would  gladly 
take  advantage  of  the  most  trifling  ailment,  to  obtain  ad¬ 
mission  into  the  Hospital  (especially  in  the  Winter,)  rather 
than  avail  themselves  of  the  Union  Workhouses.  Such, 
perhaps,  are  occasionally  rejected;  but  the  late  handsome 
donation  of  £100,  to  be  followed,  I  trust,  by  others  from 
the  Rail-road  Company,  will  acquit  us  of  the  imputation 
of  sending  away  serious  cases. — After  particular  inves¬ 
tigation,  I  have  been  able  to  refer  to  the  date  of  the 
admission  day,  upon  which  the  mover  of  the  excluding 
resolution  of  the  15th  of  January  described  his  feelings 
to  have  been  most  excited,  when  venereal  cases  were 
received  as  in-patients,  while  an  innocent  and  suffering 
child  from  a  distance,  was  rejected  for  want  of  room.  This 
happened  on  the  29th  of  August,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Vaux  being 
in  the  chair.  But  it  seems  that  some  one  or  more  wards 
must  have  been  under  repair,  or  whitewashing,  as  is  usual 
at  this  season,  there  being  only  eighty-eight  beds  then  oc¬ 
cupied.  But  however  it  may  have  been,  the  child  in  ques¬ 
tion  was  inadmissible,  from  being  under  age.  His  name 
was  Samuel  Cull,  aged  six  years,  from  Minsted — his  disease 
an  inflammation  of  the  tibia.  Now,  by  the  rules,  no  child 
under  seven  years  of  age  can  be  admitted,  except  it  be  for 
an  operation;  and  then,  of  course,  the  mother  is  retained 
with  it.  Suitable  medicines  and  applications  were  supplied 
to  this  child  as  an  out-patient ;  and  it  was  brought  again  in 
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October  so  much  relieved,  that  its  parents  were  perfectly 
satisfied  that  the  cure  should  be  completed  under  the 
guidance  of  the  parish  surgeon.  Two  other  cases,  one  of 
chronic  inflammation  of  the  eye  (aged  59)  from  Crawley; 
and  another  bad  leg  (aged  25)  from  Otterbourne;  are  noted 
as  out-patients,  but  admitted  in  the  following  week.  It  is 
remarkable  that  four  venereal  cases  presented  themselves, 
and  were  received  on  this  day,  viz:  two  females,  one 
(aged  52)  from  Christchurch,  and,  I  think,  a  married 
woman,  and  one  (aged  24)  from  Southampton;  and  two 
males,  one  (aged  24)  from  Worthy,  and  the  other  (aged  20) 
from  Dibden.  This  last  was  discharged  on  the  5th  of 
September,  the  three  others  on  the  26th.  Three  male  and 
one  female  venereal  patients  were  also  discharged  cured 
on  this  day,  with  twelve  others,  while  the  four  fresh  cases 
formed  a  part  of  sixteen  who  were  now  admitted.  Thus 
although  an  unusual  number  of  venereal  cases  came  in,  an 
equal  number  went  out,  and  the  fresh  cases  were  dis¬ 
charged  cured  in  less  than  a  month,  while  the  two  chronic 
affections  of  the  eye  and  leg,  whose  admission  was  delayed 
for  a  week,  were  not  discharged  till  near  the  expiration  of 
four  months ;  showing  that  no  great  inconvenience  had 
been  suffered  by  their  delay,  and  that  more  real  good  had 
been  done  by  the  quicker  succession  of  these  ill-favoured 
delinquents ! 

If,  then,  the  great  outcry  about  want  of  room,  and  the 
rejection  of  urgent  surgical  cases,  may  be  resolved  into, 
and  explained  by,  such  circumstances  as  are  detailed  to 
have  occurred  on  this  29th  of  August,  which  has  been 
noted  above  other  admission  days,  as  flagrant  with  inca¬ 
pacity  to  meet  the  demands  of  all  the  applicants  for 
admission,  and  injustice  in  their  selection;  and  if,  as  I  have 
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before  stated,  the  weekly  average  of  admissions  for  the  last 
two  years,  though  much  increased,  has  never  equalled  the 
actual  number  of  beds  now  available,  what  good  purpose 
can  be  answered  by  rashly  resolving  to  sacrifice  one  class 
of  patients  to  the  temporary  and  questionable  expediency 
of  accommodating  another?  And  supposing  that  by  this, 
or  any  other  arrangement,  we  add  twelve  more  beds  for 
general  cases,  when  will  it  happen  that  the  vacancies  in 
the  male  and  female  wards  shall  be  so  nicely  adjusted  to 
the  number  of  each  sex  who  shall  apply  for  admission, 
that  there  shall  not  occasionally  be  a  necessity  of  sending 
them  back,  or  delaying  their  reception  till  the  succeeding 
week.  Besides,  Subscribers  ought  to  be  aware  that  both 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  are  called  upon  to  exercise  their 
discretion  in  advising  the  Committee  of  many  cases  which 
may  be  advantageously  treated  as  out-patients;  and  the 
want  of  room  is  often  a  convenient  plea  to  satisfy  such 
applicants,  especially  if  living  near  at  hand;  otherwise  an 
undue  proportion  of  the  beds  would  probably  be  filled  from 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Winchester,  to  the  detriment  of 
the  more  distant  parts  of  the  county.  Venereal  cases  have, 
of  course,  borne,  and  may  continue  to  bear,  their  propor¬ 
tion  in  these  recommendations  to  be  out-patients,  especi¬ 
ally  in  slight  affections  and  convalescents. 

I  have  now  shown  that,  although  there  may  have  been 
an  increased  number  of  applicants  for  admission  into  the 
Hospital,  the  probability  is,  that  this  increase  will  be  but 
temporary ;  that  the  venereal  cases  have  borne  no  share  in 
this  increase,  but  have  been  considerably  diminished,  while 
general  cases  have  been  much  augmented;  consequently 
that  the  room  gained  by  the  expulsion  of  venereal  cases 
would  be  inconsiderable,  and  by  no  means  commensurate 
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to  the  evil  which  would  be  inflicted  on  the  public,  by- 
allowing  an  infectious  and  devastating  disease  to  revive 
after  having  been  so  successfully  checked. 

In  confirmation  of  my  views  upon  this  subject,  I  shall 
be  able  to  present  to  the  Court  of  Governors,  letters  from 
Surgeons,  of  the  first  eminence,  attached  to  Hospitals  in 
the  metropolis,  where  a  large  number  of  venereal  cases 
are  treated.  I  need  only  mention  the  names  of  Cooper, 
Travers,  Brodie,  Stanley,  Herbert  Mayo,  Guthrie,  and 
Walker,  to  ensure  respect  for  their  opinions.  Add  to 
these,  also,  the  information  which  has  been  obtained  from 
the  Provincial  Hospitals  of  Exeter,  Oxford,  Bath,  Bristol, 
Salisbury,  and  Southampton,  where  an  infant  sister  of  Cha¬ 
rity  is  just  raising  her  head,  and  avows  her  intention  not 
to  shut  her  doors  to  those  unhappy  objects,  against  whom 
some  of  our  friends  here,  would  feign  pronounce  the  sen¬ 
tence  of  expulsion. 

Since  the  commencement  of  this  address,  I  have  been 
informed  that  one  of  the  Members  for  the  Northern  Divi¬ 
sion  of  the  County,  who  was  prevented  from  being  present 
at  the  Special  Court  of  Governors  in  February,  has  set  on 
foot  a  requisition  to  the  Chairman,  with  a  view  to  assemble 
another  meeting  of  Governors  on  some  convenient  day, 
before  the  Quarterly  Court  on  16th  of  April,  probably  in 
the  Sessions  or  Easter  week,  in  order  that  the  expediency 
of  shutting  up  the  venereal  wards  may  be  again  discussed 
apart  from  all  other  subjects. 

Although  the  revival  of  this  question  with  such  deter¬ 
mined  spirit  may  to  some  appear  irksome,  yet  there  can  be 
no  fear  that  the  cause  will  suffer  from  a  thorough  and  re¬ 
peated  investigation;  and  I  earnestly  trust  that  all  those 
friends,  from  different  parts  of  the  county,  who  have  ex- 
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pressed  an  anxious  wish  for  the  continuance  of  the  present 
appropriation  of  the  lower  wards,  will  attend  this  meeting; 
and  that  many  zealous  Subscribers  well  qualified  t<?  assist 
in  the  discussion,  would  speedily  become  Governors ,  so  that 
they  may  confirm  their  opinions  by  their  votes. 

That  I  might  increase  the  revenues  of  the  Charity  by 
the  attempt  (however  imperfect)  which  I  have  made  to 
advocate  the  cause  of  the  venereal  patients  in  these  pages, 
would  be  a  just  cause  of  exultation,  and  one  in  which  I 
have  not  laboured  without  success  in  times  past.  But  I 
should  esteem  it  a  much  greater  cause  for  triumph,  if, 
without  giving  offence,  I  may  in  any  degree  succeed  in 
exposing  error,  preventing  misconception,  or  allaying  irri¬ 
tation,  so  that  parties,  having  the  same  object  in  view, 
(the  advancement  of  real  Charity)  may  unite  in  modifying 
the  regulations,  for  the  admission  of  such  cases,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all.  A  result  like  this,  would  make  me 
feel  proud  of  having  advanced  the  real  interests  of  the 
Hospital,  which  has  ever  been  the  fervent  wish  and  en¬ 
deavour  of 

Your  faithful  and  obedient  Servant, 

CHARLES  MAYO* 


§bt.  Sbtwtt,  Mtncfitsfer, 

MARCH  20,  1839. 
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